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IS T U Y 
SUDELEY GST 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


| 


Ir is impoſſible that a contemplative mind ſhould | behold the ſcenes of paſt magnificence, 
without feeling highly intereſted by them, however ſmall the remaining traces of their better 
days may be. For, to the mind's eye, the whole picture revives, and every ſpot, however 
ruinous and deſerted, is re- peopled by its former inhabitants. It becomes neceſſary there- 
fore, to complete the full pleaſure, that may be received from the reviewing of the 


tumbling walls, and ſcattered fragments, of old buildings, to be. made acquainted with 


their hiſtory. 


On this account, and not becauſe I have any material original matter to communicate, it 
ſeems proper to colle& together here ſome account of 5 p 


SUDELEY CASTLE. 


From the time of the conqueſt, at leaſt, this was a baronial reſidence, and probably before, 
fince it was then ſuffered to continue, a8 it ſeems, in the hands of a Saxon; for, at the time | 
of the Conqueror's ſurvey, Harold, ſon to Ralph, Earl of Hereford * (who, in King Edward 
the Confeſſor's days, ſuffered the Welſh to enter that city, and deſtroy it by fire) 8 
poſſeſſed of ſeveral Lordſhips in different counties, and of SupzLEy and Todington, i 
Glouceſterſhire, had his chief boat, at SuDELEr ; and, afterwards obtaining Ew1as, in Here- 


fordſhire, founded there a little priory for monks of St. BenediR's order. 


This Harold (whoſe wife is ſaid to have been Maud, daughter to Hugh Lupus, Earl of 
Cheſter, by which, it is added, he obtained Ewias, in Herefordſhire +) had iſſue two ſons, 


* Son to Walter te Mane: by Goda, ſiſter to king Edward the Confeſſor, Dug. Bar, I. 21. Probably this Walter Was u Norman, who, 
like my others, came over 9 before the Conqueſt, in which caſe Harold was only a Saxon by the female line. 
+ Coll. Bartge, 1720, Vol. I. p. 201. 
John, 
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$UDELET CASTLE. 


John, Lord 4 SUDELEY, and a younger ſon, Robert, who, 8 ſeated at Ewias, affumed 
that name, and whoſe deſcendants will be mentioned hereafter, as anceſtors, by the female line, 


of the Os future poſſeſſors of this caſtle. 


John, Lord of Sudeley, (is ſaid to have married Grace, daughter of 1 racy, of the family of 
the Barons of Barnſtable, Co. Devon,“ and) had iſſue Ralph, ſon and heir, (and William ad. 
ſon, who took bis mother s name of TRACY, and is ſuppoſed to have had a gift of his father's 
manor of 'T odington, , in this neighbourhood, where this moſt ancient and honourable family 
have ever ſince reſided, it being at preſent the ſeat of his immediate male deſcendant, Viſcount 


| Taacy. +) 


Ralph de Sudeley, elder brother of William, was living 12 Hen. II. and founded the 
priory of Erdbury, in Warwickſhire, for the health of his ſoul, and the ſoul of Emme, his wife, 
| daughter of William de Beauchamp, of Elmeley. He left Otwell, bis ſon and heir, who was 
a benefactor to the Knights Templars; but, dying without iſſue, left Ralph his brother and 
heir, 10 Rich. I. who was father of another Ralph, who ſucceeded 6 Hen. III. and had iſſue, 
Bartholomew, ſheriff of Herefordſhire, and governor of Hereford caſtle, in the reigns of 
Hen. III. and Edw. I. He had iſſue by Joan, his wife, ſiſter to William de Beauchamp, 
firſt Earl of Warwick, John, his ſon and heir, who was 24 years old at his father's death, in 
the 8 Edw. I. Ny 


This John fs Sudeley attended the Ling! in aft of his wars both at home, and abroad ; 
and had ſummons to parliament as a baron, from the 28 of Edw. I. to the 1 3 Edw, II. in- 
cluſive. He was a liberal benefactor to religious foundations. His wife was daughter of 
Lord Say, but he died without iſſue, 10 Edw. III. leaving John, ſon of Bartholomew de 
Sudeley, his heir, and then thirty years old. This John married Eleanor, daughter of 
Robert Lord Scales, and had iſſue a ſon, John de Sudeley, who, in 40 Edw. III. attended 
Prince Edward in his expedition into Gaſcony, but died the next year without iſſue; ; upon 
which, his ſiſter Margery, wife of Sir Robert Maſſey, Knt. and T homas Boteler, ſon of 
Joane, his other ſiſter, who married William Le Boteler, of Wemme, Co. Salop, became 
his coheirs + SvuDzLEY caſtle, and other _ were allotted to 


THOMAS BOTELER, 


who, upon coming of age, bad poſſeſſion of his mother's 1 4 Rich. II. In 13 


* Coll. Bartge. ut ſupr. p. 201. 
＋ They bear the SupzLEV arms s with the addition of an eſcallop between the . on the field — Coll. Bartge. ut ſupr. 
In the Liber Niger Scacc. under Gloucſcire, and the charter of Ralph de Sutleia, there is this mention of the Tx acvs, 
. Item Willelmus de Traci de novo feffamento de dominio ſuo, feod. I. milit. 
Umfridus, filius Willelmi, de novo ſeffamento de dominio ſao, & de dono Rogeri paryi, — 


+ Dug, Bar. I, 248-249. 
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Rich. II. being then a knight, he had licence to travel into France. 


r i d d CASTLE 


He died Sept 20, 
22 Rich. II. leaving John Le Boteler, his ſon and heir, then 14 yearsold; who, SIE i 
was ſucceeded in the inheritance by his brother Raphe. 


= 


out iſſue, was 


During the reign * Hen. VI. this Raphe 8 ferved the king in the wars of France; 


and, having ſtood firm to the Lancaſtrian intereſt, in all the warm conteſts between that and the 
| houſe of York, being, in 20 Hen. VI. lord chamberlain of the king s houſehold, he was, by 


letters patent bearing date Sept. 1 o, that year, advanced to the dignity of a baron of the 
realm, by the name of Lord SupELszY of Supkrxv, in Co. Glouc. to hold to himſelf, and 


the heirs male of his body, with the fee of 200 marks for the better ſupport of the dignity, 


to be annually received out of the farms of the county of Lincoln. On July 7, the next 
year, he was made treaſurer of the king's exchequer, and ſent embaſſador with Richard, 


N duke of Ln, and ſome others, to treat of peace with the French. 


In 22 Hen. VI. in farther remuneration of his eminent ſervices, he had a grant of an 


| annuity of 40l. per ann. during his life, to be received out of the farm of the foreſt of Dene. 


Likewiſe holding that great office of treaſurer of England, in 22 Hen. VI. he had for his 


winter robe, againſt Chriſtmas, an allowance out of the king s wardrobe of 10 ells of fine 


cloth, of colour violet in grain; and, for i its lining, 300 bellies of minever, 


In 23 Hen. VI. he was again ſent embaſſador (with the archbiſhop of York, and others) to 
treat of peace with the French, and was in continual employments of truſt and dignity during 
this reign. But, upon the fall of the unhappy king, the ſcene being altered, he excuſed himſelf 
from coming to parhament, on account of his age ; and found ſo much favour, notwithſtand- 
ing his former ſervices to the houſe of Lancaſter, that he obtained the king s letters patent, 
exempting him from that ſervice during his life. Yet the ſame ſpirit of indulgence in the 


houſe of York does not ſeem to have been long continued towards him, as will be preſently 


ſhewn. 


This Raphe, Lord Boteler of N was the re- builder py the caſtle here, whoſe ruins 


are exhibited j in the print that accompanies this account, It was raiſed in a ſtyle of uncommon 


magnificence for that age, from the ſpoils, as it is ſaid, he got in the wars of France. The 


windows were glazed with beryll, which is d as a circumſtance of extraordinary ſplen- 


dor---but hear old Leland's own words in his Itinerary,* 


* The caſtle of Sudeley is about halfe a mile from Winchecombe. = = - - - Boteler, L. Sude- 
VR made this caſtle a fundamentis, and when it was made, it had the price of all the build- 
inges in thoſe dayes. 1 read but of one L. Sudeley of the Botelers, and his name was Thomas, 


* Vol. IV. f. 270, a. 


3; UD E L. re AST LE 
as it appeareth in the glaſſe „ „at Winchecombe, in St. Peter's church. Therefore 
I take it, it was this Thomas that made the caſtle. Vet did Mr. Tracy tell mee, that Rafe 


Boteler builded the caſtle, but he ſhewed noe authoritye why. Indeed, Thomas had a ſonne 
called Rafe, ſett a8 youngeſt in order in the glaſſe windowes, in St. Peter's church. 


„ The L. Sudeley, that builded the caſtle, was a famous man of warre in K. Hen. V. and 
K. Hen. VI. dayes, and was an admirall (as I have heard) on ſea ; whereupon i it was ſuppoſed, 
and ſpoken, that it was partly builded ex Spoliis Gallorum, and ſome ſpeake of a towre in it 


called Potmare's T 'owre, that it ſhould be made of a ranſome of his. 


“One thinge was to be noted in this caſtle, . that part of the windowes of it were glazed with 
berall. There had beene a manour place at Sudeley, before the boiling of the caſtle, and the 


platte i is yet ſeen in Sudeley parke where i it ſtoode. 


* K. Edw. IV. bore noe good will to the L. Sudeley, as 5 man ſuſpected to be, in heart, 
K. Hen. VI. his man; whereupon by complaints he was attached, and, going up to London, 
he looked from the hill to Sudeley, and ſayd, Sudeley Caſtle, thou art a traytor, not J. 
After he made an honeſt declaration, and ſould his caſtle of Sudeley to K. Edw. IV.“ 


« Afterwards K. Hen. VII. gave this caſtle to his uncle Jaſper, D. of Bedford, or permitted 
him to have the uſe of it. Now it goeth to ruine, more pittye. The Tracys of Todington 


were ſett up by landes given them by the Botelers. 


There runneth a pratty lake out of Sudeley Park, downe by the caſtle, and runners] into 


Efſeburne brooke, at the ſouth ſyde of Winne 


In another place he alſo ſays; $ * The lordſhipe of Sudeley, in Glouceſterſhire, longed to the 
Botelers, that were weſterne men. One Rafe Boteler, Lord Sudeley, buylded the caſtle of 
Sudeley about the time of Hen. VI. and Edw. IV. Boteler, Lord Sudeley, was empriſoned 
m Edw. IV's days, whereupon he reſignid his caſtle | into the handes of K. Edward. This caſtell 
came after to Gaſpar, Duke of Bedford, that kepte howſcholde here. The Hawle of Sude- 
ley caſtle glazed with round beralls.“ 


This Jaſpar was younger ſon of Owen Tudor, and Katherine, his wife, widow of Hen. V. 
of England, and died Dec. 21, 11 Hen. VII. but Sudeley Caſtle is not mentioned en the 
eſtates of which he died ſiezed, ſo that I preſume he had only the uſe of 1 it. 


* He died May 2, 13 Edw. IV. leaving his two nephews, Sir John Norbury, and William Belknap, ſons of his ſiſters, Elizabeth and 
Joan, his heirs. His widow, Eleanor, daughter of the Earl of Shrewſbury, was pre-contracted to Edward IV. before he fell in love with, 
and married Elizabeth Woodvile. | 

| | + So Leland, but ſee before I Vol. 8. f. 74, b. 75, b. 


Such 


920 De Ley CASTILE 


Such was the ſtate of the caſtle in Hen. VIII's time, when Leland wrote. It then a 
to the crown, and was going to ruin; but in x Edw. VI. it was granted by that king to his 
uncle Thomas Seymour, who was, in Feb. 6, that year, created Lord Seymour of Sudeley, 
and made Lord High Admiral of Tn. 


This Thomas, Lord Sudeley, was a man \ infatiably ambitious, fierce, and turbulent, and 
aſpired to the bed of the princeſs afterwards queen) Elizabeth, then ſcarce marriageable : but, 
being diſappointed in his ſcheme, was ſuppoſed to have ſatisfied his aſpiring temper by marrying, 
about 1547, Katherine Parr, the widow of Hen. VIII. to whom ſhe had been married on Jul. 
I2, 194.3, at Hampton Court. She was the daughter of Sir William Parr, and had been 
twice before married, 1ſt, to Edward Borough, and 2d. to John Nevile, Lord Latimer. She 
was a woman of the moſt amiable diſpoſition, and excellent natural abilities, which her father, 
as the beſt fortune he could give her, had improved by all the accompliſhments of a polite and 
learned education. She had lived with Henry three years and a half, during which ſhe had 
the good fortune not only to eſcape with her life, but to preſerve his affection, even at a 
period at which his fierce and intractable temper was rendered more furious by declining health. 
And now ſhe probably hoped, in the arms of a ſubje&, whom ſhe loved and admired, to enjoy 
happineſs which a crown could not confer. Lord Sudeley repaired with ſplendor his caſtle here, 
and 1s ſuppoſed to have built the chapel of nich gothic architecture, of which the ſhell is now 
remaining here. But her happineſs was ſhort-lived ; and, having eſcaped the capricious cruelty 
of a tyrant, whom ſhe had reaſon to fear, ſhe ; is thought to have fallen a victim to the ambition 
of the man, from whom ſhe hoped the rewards of a mutual affection. A new ſcene of troubles 
now aroſe : for, between the matchleſs pride and imperiouſneſs of her ſiſter- in- law, the Ducheſs 
of Somerſet, and the aſpiring views of her huſband, ſuch furious animoſities enſued, as proved 
the deſtruction of both families, which neceſſarily involved her in ſuch troubles and perplexities, 
as put a final ſtop to her ſtudies, and to all temporal enjoyments. She had not lived long with 
the admiral, when he is ſappoſed to have again aſpired to the Princeſs Elizabeth ;* and, as no 
obſtacles were inſurmountable by his defires, however wicked the means, the queen being de- 
livered of a daughter, and dying in child-bed 1 in September 1548, it was not without the ſuſ- 
picion of poiſon, as ſeveral of our writers obſerve. And, indeed, ſhe herſelf apprehended ſome 


unfair dealings; and, on her death. bed, round reproached the admiral for his unkind 
uſage.F 


Ballard, and others, who have mentioned this unfortunate queen, were not able to diſcover 
where ſhe died, or where ſhe was buried. But, from a MS. concerning her funeral, publiſhed 

in Rudder Glouceſter ſbire, it appeared ſhe died, and was buried here, at Sudeley. From 
this hint Dr. Naſh, and ſome friends, went to Sudeley on purpoſe to diſcover the body in the 
chapel, in which all monumental memorials had long ſince periſhed, the building having 


See ſome curious particulars of the Princeſs's coquetry with the admiral, in Nichols's Progreſſes of Queen Elizabeth, 
+ See Ballard's Memoirs of Learned Ladies, 


© | been 


SV-D-E-L-DY. l | : 


been W and bared to the very walls in 5 e rebellion. A little way under 
ground he diſcovered the coffin. Upon opening it, the body was Sb in perfect preſer- 


vation; but, _ coming to the air, turned in 08 to duſt," 


After the Queen's 4 Lord salle more importunately ſought the Lady Elizabeth 
chan ever, eagerly endeavouring to procure her conſent to a clandeſtine marriage (as was that 
with the deceaſed Queen) and, not till after the nuptials, to aſk the aſſent of the King, or 
Lords of the council. But the plot being diſcovered, and, by the intrigues of the common 
enemies of the family, the quarrels between him and his brother, the Protector, being 
fomented, he found no favour, but was committed to the Tower, condemned without a trial, 
and, on March 20, 15 6 publickly beheaded. The Caſtle-was then granted to William 


Parr, Marquis of Northampton, who forfeited it ſoon after, 


Upon the acceſſion of Queen Mary, 1553, that Queen granted this caſtle to Sir John 
Bridges, f of Coberley, f in this county, Knt. a ſtrenuous eſpouſer of her ſucceſſion ; and, on 
| | | April 


* gee Dr. Naſh's account of it in the firſt Art. of Vol. IX. of the Archaeologia. 
+ He had before been appointed Conſtable of this caſtle, 29th, and again 34th Hen. VII. 

He was deſcended from Sir Simon de Brugge, Lord of Brugge (afterwards called Brugge-Solers) in Herefordſhire, who forfeited that 
[lordſhip 49 Hen. III. as appears by a grant of it by that King to Roger de Clifford. Cart. 49 Hen, III. m. 1. In Turr, Londin. “ Rex 
= Archiep. &c. Sciatis nos dedifſe & c. Rogero de Clifford Te, omnes terras et tenementa que fuerunt SIMONIS DE BRUGES in BRUGES, inimici et 
& rebellis naſtri“ &c. And another charter 50 Hen. III. granting the lands of Simon de Bruges to Matilda, wife of Roger Mortimer. His 
grand-ſon, John de Brugge, was Knight of the ſhire for Herefordſhire, 16 Edw. II. and his ſon, Sir Baldwin de Brugge, married Iſabel, 
daughter of Peter de Grandiſon, the elder (for it ſeems to me there were two, father and ſon,) and eo- heir to her nephew, Thomas (with 
Mabil, wife of Sir John Patſhul, Katherine, wife of Guy de Brian, perhaps the ſame, who was alſo wite of William de Montacute, Earl of 
Saliſbury, and Agnes, wife of John de Northwood, but compare the contradictions in Lel. Itin. III. f. 38. and VIII. f. 84, b. and Dugd. 
Bar. 11--18--150, and Philp. Vill. Cant. under Scale.) Peter de Grandiſon was ſon of William and Sibil, co-heir to John de Tregoz, ſon 
of Robert de Ewias, younger brother of John de SUDELEY before-mentioned. Sir Baldwin Brugge had iſſue, by Iſabel Grandiſon, Sir 
John Brugge, 2d. ſon, of Staunton (whoſe heireſs married into the family of Baſkervile, of Erdiſley ;) Simon, 3d. ſon, of the Lea, in the 
pariſh of Webley, Co. Heref. (whoſe deſcendants remained there to the beginning of this century,) and, Thomas de Brugge, 1ſt. ſon, who 
was ſettled at Coberley, Co. Glouc. by marrying Alice, daughter and co-heir of Sir Thomas Berkeley, of that place, and Elizabeth, ſiſter and 
co-heir of the famous Sir John CHanpos, Knight of the Garter, who died 49 Edw. III. ſon of Sir Roger Chandos, by the ſiſter and heir of 
Sir Richard Damory, ſon of Sir John Chandos, by Philippa, ſiſter, and, as it ſeems, at length co-heir of Guy de Brian, (See Harl. MSS. 
807. f. 103. and Dugd. Bar. 11--101--1 $1. ) Sir Thomas Brugge, who died about 1406, was grand-father of Thomas Nen, of . 
Eſq; Knight of the ſhire for Co. Gloue. 38 Hen, VI. and 12 Edw. IV. who had iſſue, 

I. Sir Giles Bridges, of Coberley. | 
II. Henry Bridges, of Newbury, Co. Berks, Eſq; who, dying about 1538, had iſſue by the daughter of John Hungerford, Eſq; two ſons, 
Richard and Giles, and a daughter, the wife of Henry Gifford, Eſq; of Itchel, in Crundal, Hants. Sir Richard Bridges was ſeated at 
Ludgarſhall Caſtle, in Wilts. was made Knight of the Bath at the coronation of Queen Mary, and, dying 1548, was buried at Ludgarſhall, 
where the fragments of his monument were ſome time ſince remaining. He married Jane, daughter of Sir William Spencer, of Wormleighton, 
_ who re- married Sir Simon Harcourt, of Stanton Harcourt, and died his widow, at Luggerſhall, Sept. 29, 1593- She had iſſue by him two 
ſons, I. Anthony Bridges, Eſq; of Great Shefford, Berks. who died in the reign of Jam. I. and lies buried in Shefford church, leaving iſſue, - 
by Barbara, co-heir of Sir Richard Pexal, of Beaurepair, Hants, Knt. a daughter and heir, Eleanor, wife of Sir George Browne, of 
| Wickham-Breus, Kent, Knt. by whom ſhe had no iſſue, II. Edmund Bridges, of Bradley, Co. Som. Eſq; who, with his two ſons, 

William and Anthony, was living 1594, and the latter ſeems to be the perſon who died at Collingbourne-Sunton, Wilts, in 1617. | 
Sir Giles Bridges, of Coberley (elder brother of Henry, of N * ) was knighted at the beetle of Blackheath, 1496, and died 9 IT, 
leaving iſſue, | 
I, = created Lord Chandos, born 1 500. 
I. Thomas, of Cornbury, Co. Oxf. and Keinſham-Abbey, Co. Som. whoſe employments are ſet forth in the following epitaph, in 


"we ny church, Co. Oxf. where he, and his firſt wife lie buried. 
> 
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Au 8, 1854, created him, by patent, Baron Chax Dos, of SupzLzy, wh limitation to 
the heirs male of his body. He was a perſon of high and unblemiſhed character, a celebrated 
warrior, of eminent fidelity in his government of the tower, at the breaking out of Wyatt's re 


bellion, and behaved with great humanity at the execution of poor Lady Jane Gray, whom 
he attended on the ſcaffold. He died Mar. 2, 1557, leaving iſſue, by Elizabeth, daughter of 
Edmund, Lord Grey, of Wilton, five ſons, beſides Giles and Stephen, who died infants. 


J. Edmund, 2d. Lord Chandos, born 1520, Knight of che Garter, died 1573. II. Charles, 
who was ſeated at Wilton-Caſtle, in Herefordſhire, (upon the banks of the Wye, about a mile 
from Roſs) which he purchaſed of his couſin, Arthur, Lord Grey of Wilton, and, repairing it, 
| (then in a very ruinous ſtate) he made it his reſidence ; and, dying a very old man here 
in 1619, was buried at Bridſtow. He was anceſtor of James, 8th Lord Chandos, and his 
ſucceſſors. III. Anthony Bridges, who married Katherine, daughter of Henry Forteſcue, Eſq; 
of Faulkbourn Hall, in Eſſex, one of the Eſquiers of the body to Q. Elizabeth. His iſſue male 
ſettled in Kent, and are now remaining there. IV. Henry Bridges, of Avening, Co. Glouc. 
who married Alice, the widow f Compton, of Hartbury, Co. Glouc. but died 
Jan. 24, 1615, without iſſue, and is buried at Avening, under an handſome mural monument, 
with the figure of a warrior kneeling at a deſk. V. Richard Bridges, of North-Carney, Co. Glouc. 
who died there 1592, leaving iſſue a ſon, John, who died without iſſue about 1656, leaving 
his ſiſter, Frances, his heir, who was married to Richard Moore, of Hanwell, Co. Ox. and 


Rotherwick, Hants. 


Giles, 3d. Lord Chandos, - ſucceeded his father Edmund, 2d. Lord Chandos. He en- 
tertained Queen Elizabeth in one of her progreſſes here at Sudeley, in 1592. A curious 
portrait of him 1s at Lord Harcourt's, at Nuneham, and another at the Duke of Bedford's, 


whoſe anceſtor, Francis, Earl of Bedford, married his daughter (and, at length, ſole heir) 


In a chapel, on the ſouth fide of the chancel, on a braſs in the wall. 


, Ante hunc lapidem directè ſepulta jacet Johanna nuper uxor Thome Bridges Armigeri, Seneſchalli exeellentiſſimi ac me- 
6 tuendiſſimi viri Henrici Octavi, Dei gratia Anglie, Francie, et Hibernie Regis, Fidei Defenſoris, et intra -- Eccleſie 
80 Anglicane et Hibernie, ſupremi Capitis, Hundredi ſui de Chadlington, ac mannor” cjuſdem Domini Regis de Shipton, ” 
«6 Spelſbury, ac Langley, necnon Mannor' et Villarum ſuorum de Burford, et Minſter-Lovel in eodem Comit. Oxon. 


nc etiam Magiſtri Foreſtarum, ac Cuſtodis F erarum ejuſdem Domini Regis, infra Foreſtam de Whichwood ; ac par- 


« cor' ſuor de Langley et Cornbury = = - - - - - - - - Soror, et una Heredum Johannis Sidenham de Orchard Com. 


« Somers. Armigeri, que obiit decimo ſeptimo Aprilis A. D. MCCCCCXLII, ac anno predicti Domini Regis 


* * triceſimo tertio, cuj us Ke. 
On a braſs on the ground the following fragment. 


« Here lyeth Thomas Bridg — —— „ 
-- the 14 day of Noy. -=- = === === " 
* ——— MCCCCCLIXX -- 


Hi fon and heir, Henry, was then aged 22, and was anceſtor of the Bridges's of Keinſham, of whom the laſt of the male line, George 
Bridges, Eſq; of that place, and of Avington, Hants, died May 14, 1751, 8. P. an deviſed his eſtates ta his diſtant couſin, the Duke of 


Chandos. See a full account of them in the Topographer, Vol. I. p. 154. 
III. William Bridges died S8. P. 


The groſs miſtakes of the peerages haye led me rather unvillingly into this kh of note, | 
D” | Katherine. 


\ 


\ 
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Katherine. He died in 1593, aged 475 1 was ſucceeded by his brother William, 4th. Lord 
Chandos,“ who died 1602, leaving iſſue, by Mary, daughter of Sir Owen Hopton, Knt. f 
Grey Bridges, 5th. Lord Chandos, a man of moſt amiable diſpoſition, and extraordinary ac- 
compliſhments ; who, from his great intereſts. in Glouceſterſhire, and numerous attendants, 
when he came to court, was called The King of Cotſwould. But there is a light, in in which he 
ſeems to have pretentions to be conſidered, which have never yet been mentioned. He appears 
to have a right to a niche in the Temple of Fame, which has been raiſed by the elegant, and 
inimitable pen of Mr. Walpole, in his © Royal and Noble Authors.” In 1620, there 
was publiſhed by Edward Blount, the bookſeller, a ſmall duodecimo, entitled Horæ 
Subſecivæ, Obſervations, and Diſcourſes,” which the late Dr. Lort had ſeen aſcribed to Lord 
Chandois. They who read the Eſſay on a Country Life, and at the ſame time attend to the 
character of Grey, Lord Chandois, can, I think, have little doubt that. he was the author of 
it. The book appears to be written by a man of rank, of very ſolid underſtandin g, high ac- 
compliſhments, and enlarged acquaintance with the world. He died at Spaw, in Italy, in 
1621, but was buried at Sudeley.f George, Lord Chandos, his ſon and heir, was then little 
* more than a year old. In the unfortunate rebellion againſt Charles I. this nobleman was an 
eminent defender of his Sovereign. He particularly diſtinguiſned himſelf at the battle of 
Newbury, I and had the offer of an earldom, which be modeſtly declined till the * 8 affairs 


mould be more proſperous. 


In 1642 his caſtle of SupED EY was beſieged by the rebels under Maſſie, with 300 muſ- 


queteers, &c. and, after a long ſiege, and ſeveral aſſaults and batteries, when they were almoſt 


ſmothered by che ſmoke of the hay and barns, burnt about the houſe, yielded in January, that 
year. Then it was that thoſe taſteleſs and cruel wretches ruinated this noble caſtle, and 
4 unroofed, and rendered bare, even to the very walls, the beautiful Gothic chapel here, deſtroy- 
ing the memorials of the dead, breaking down the monuments of the CHanDoses ; and, “ into 
& the vault, where they lay” (to uſe the expreſſions of Mercurius Ruſticus g) 16 caſting the | . 
60 guts and garbage of ſlaughtered ſheep, mingling the loathſome entrails of beaſts, with thoſe 
bones and aſhes, which did there reſt in hope of a joyful reſurrection. It 1 was again reco- 
vered, and again beſieged i in 1644. Lord Clarendon then mentions its Lord as a young man 
of ſpirit and courage, who had, for two years, ſerved the king very bravely at the head of 
« a regiment of horſe,” { He died 1654 without iſſue male, having ſettled the inheritance of 
his eſtates on Jane, his laſt wife (daughter of John Savage, Earl Rivers) who re- marrying 


George Pitt, of Stratfield-Say, in Hants, carried them into that family, whoſe heir male ; 


* See a curious letter of his upon a Siſpute between him, and the widow of his elder brother, regarding Sudeley, and other eſtates. * 
Harl. MSS. 6995, p. 92. | | | 
+ There is a good portrait of Sir Owen, and of another of his daughters, at Lord Guildford's ſeat at Wroxton, in Oxfordſhire, 
1 His burial is entered in the pariſh regiſter of e but {till I preſume he was buried at Sudeley. 
See Lloyd's Loyaliſts, p. 367. 
$ P. 67, 68. in which ſee a more minute account, as well as in Shaw's Tour to the Weſt of England, p. 244. 
vi * of the Rebellion, 11. p. 409. 


George 
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George Pitt, af Stratield-Say, now Baron 8 ſill. poſſeſſes 80 DELEY Cas rLE, and other | 
parts of the Chandos eſtates. But George, Lord Chandos, was ſucceeded in his barony | 7 | 
by his brother William, 7th Lord Chandos, who dying in 1676, was ſucceeded by his couſin, -” s 
Sir James Bridges, Bart. the great grand-ſon of Charles, 2d ſon of John, 1ſt Lord Chandos. I 
Which Charles Bridges, of Wilton Caſtle before mentioned, had iſſue by Jane, daughter 
of Sir Edward Carne, of Wenny, Co. Glamorgan. (widow of Sir - Huntly, beſides 
two younger ſons, who died without iſſue male,) Giles, his ſon and heir, born 1580, and 


created a baronet 162 7; who, dying 1637, left iſſue three ſons.* Sir John Bridges, of Wilton, 
Baronet, 1ſt ſon, born 1623, is ſaid to have been a perſon of amiable diſpoſition, handſome 
perſon, and excellent accompliſhments, who, not chooſing to interfere in the quarrel between 


the King and parliament, when Herefordſhire was over-run with diſſentions about it, tranſported | f 


himſelf, as not caring then to reſt on his bed of eaſe, to Ireland, whence returning to raiſe 


recruits for that ſervice, he found himſelf in great odium with Barnaby Scudamore, and Henry 


— 


ä 


Lingen, then entruſted, on the part of the crown, with the government of Hereford city; 
who, for ſome cauſe, well or ill founded, burnt his caſtle at Wilton, and left nothing but bare 
walls, which is ſaid to have been an act of ſpleen and malice, as the place, then a delightful 
manſion, was built rather | in form of an houſe than a caſtle, and could have never been made 
a place of defence. This of courſe confirmed him in the part he took, and he was very 
inſtrumental in the ſurprize of Hereford by the parliament army. He died of the ſmall-pox, 
in Bridges-ſtreet, Covent Garden, in February 1651, aged 29, having ne Mary, daugh- 
ter and heir of James Pearle of Dewlall, and Aconbury, Eſq :+ who n Sir William 


Powell, of f Pengethly, || Bart. 


Sir James Bridges, Bart. (only ſon of Sir John) born at Aconbury, Sept. 2, 1 642, married 
Elizabeth, daughter and co-heir of Sir Henry Barnard, Knt. May 4 1 665, and ſucceeded his 
couſin William, as 8th Lord CnhAxpos of SUDELEY, in 1676. In 1680, the Turkey com- 
pany, tired of the outrages committed on 'their merchants in that kingdom by the Grand 
Vizirs Avanias, and having determined to recall Sir John Finch, pitched upon Lord Chandos 
as embaſſador to Conſtantinople, it being uſual for the crown to leave that affair to them. 
Roger North & mentions a ſtory, that, as it was cuſtomary for the candidates to apply to them 
in way of intereſt- making, Lord Chandos kept company, and drank with them; and, to ſhew 


himſelf the more qualified, let his whiſkers grow, after the manner of the Turks, which made 


*The three ſons of Charles, ſecond ſon, died iſſueleſs. Giles, third ſon, alſo died iſſueleſs. 


++ The caſtle has never ſince been habitable. A view of its ruinated walls on the river IS may be ſeen in Gilpin? $ Tour down 
that river. | | | 
1 Wilton-caſtle being now in ruins, the family reſided at Aconbury (which came from the Pearles thro' the Parreys) and at Dewſall, till 
the death of James, Lord Chandos, 1714, which two ſeats are now farm-houſes belonging to Guy's Hoſpital, and retain no traces of former 
ſplendour. Theſe two pariſhes join, and lie together about 5. miles beyond Roſs, on each ſide of the road that leads from thence to Hereford. 
| |] She had iſſue by him, from whom, I preſume, deſcends the preſent Powell Symmonds, of Pengethly, Eſq; which is an ancient ſeat lying 

between Wilton and Aconbury, Lady Powell lies buried at Aconbury under a flat ſtone. 
In his Examen, p. 466, 46). | 


„ : a very 
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A very odd figure. He adds; that when by was choſen © 3 the king Ge ſome time : 

heſitated to confirm their choice, becauſe he thought they had ated too independent of him, 
and without his participation,” though the noble Lord wore the enſign in his countenance every 

day in public. Upon begging pardon however, the king made him embaſſador, and he performed | 
the truſt with great honour and content to the merchants.” He left London, Feb. 21, 1682, and 
arrived at Conſtantinople, July 22, 1681. Having reſided there near ſeven years, he returned 
to England F eb. 19, 1682; and, dying 5 1714, aged 72, was buried at Aconbury. 
His eldeſt ſon, James, the magnificent e was raiſed, in 1714, to the earldom of 
Carnarvon, and, in 1719, to a dukedom. His grandſon, James, Duke of Chandos, died, 
leaving only a daughter, Sept. 29, I 789. The three laſt lie buried at Cannons ;+ but the five 
| firſt Lord Chandos all lie buried in Sudeley Chapel. George, 6th Lord, alſo is buried 1 in a 
vault in the little ſide-chapel annexed to it. But no traces of monuments either of Katherine 
Parr, or of _—_ are now remaining. The inſide is now the habitation of rabbits, and other 
animals. It is ſhocking to ſee the bones of ſo many eminent people ſubje& to ſuch. indecent 
diſturbance. The caſtle ſtands a mule from Winchecomb, (now a poor deſerted town, but once 
famous for its abbey,) on the edge of Worceſterſhire and W arwickſhire, and on the borders of 
the Coteſwould-hills, a long chain of open and very mad ground, famous for its extenſive 
ſheep-walks, from whence are the moſt noble views of all the ſurrounding country. There 
ſeems nothing remarkable in the ſcenery round the caſtle itſelf, but all the ornamental timber, 
all the ancient appendages of orandeur here, gradually. vaniſhed from it ſince its deſertion. 
One way the view is ſhut in by a hill clothed with wood, under. which the rebels placed the 
cannon that battered the walls of the caſtle to pieces. On another fide it is open to diſtant views 
of the Cotſwould-hills. No traces of the park ate now to be ſeen. The building confiſted of two 
courts, of which the outer one was built principally of timber and plaiſter, and probably 
contained the lodging rooms of the numerous retainers of a baronial refidence like this: this 
part is ſtill made uſe of for the houſe of Lord Rivers's ſteward. The inner court was built of 
ſtone, with a tower at the four corners, and had in it a noble hall, and, probably, all other 


apartments of ſtate. It ſeems, by the concurrent teſtimony of hiſtorians, to have been 


eſteemed the moſt magnificent building of its day, which was the reign of Hen. VI. Le- 
land's words have been already cited, and F uller, 1 in his quaint language calls it « Of fulyeds 
caſtles the moſt handſome habitation, and of ſubjects habitation the ſtrongeſt caſtle,” 


* His eldeſt ſon, John, Marquis of Carnarvon, died in his father s life-time, leaving two daughters his co-heirs, Lady Katherine, ay of 3 
Edwin Stanhope, Eſq; and Lady Jane, wife of her couſin, James Bridges, who died without iſſue 1789. x . 


+ Cannons is well known to have been ſold in 1744, piece - meal, by a public auction. 
In the account of this family, I have been drawn into a greater length than I intended, but I have endeayoured to ayoid repeating f ſcares 


wy thing from peerages and common printed books, 
} Worthics, p. 356 
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